Horse and Rider Significance on Our Ballcaps
Ronald Wilson Reagan enrolled in a series of home study Army Extension

Courses on 18 March 1935. He enlisted in the Army Enlisted Reserve on 27 April 1937,

as a Private assigned to Troop B, 322nd Cavalry at Des Moines, Iowa. He was appointed

Second Lieutenant in the Officers Reserve Corps of the Cavalry on 25 May 1937. On 18

June 1937 he accepted his Officer's Commission and was assigned to the 322nd Cavalry.

Lieutenant Reagan was ordered to active duty on 19 April 1942. Due to eyesight

difficulties, he was classified for limited service only, which excluded him from serving overseas. His first assignment was at the San Francisco Port of Embarkation at Fort

Mason, California, as a liaison officer for the Port and Transportation Office. Upon the request of the Army Air Force, he applied for a transfer from the Cavalry to the Army Air Force on 15 May 1942; the transfer was approved on 9 June 1942.

In Hollywood, the President starred in numerous movies involving horses:

"Swing Your Lady," (1938) a horse drama with Mary Maguire;

"Going Places," (1939) a horse racing comedy with Dick Powell and Louis Armstrong;

"Santa Fe Trail," (1940) an action-adventure with Erol Flynn and Raymond Massey;

"The Bad Man," (1941) a western drama with Wallace Berry and Lionel Barrymore;

"Stallion Road," (1947) a horse ranching drama with Alexis Smith and Zachary Scott;

"The Last Outpost," (1951) a western drama with Bruce Bennett and Rhonda Fleming;

"Law and Order," (1953) a two-gun western with Dorothy Malone;

"Cattle Queen of Montana," (1954) a western adventure with Barbara Stanwyck;

Tennessee's Partner," (1955) an old western with John Payne and Rhonda Fleming.

During his two terms as Governor of California, and his two terms as President of

the United States, President and Mrs. Reagan often enjoyed horseback riding for

recreation. At the end of his second term as Governor in 1974, the President purchased a 688-acre ranch in the San Ynez Mountains, northwest of Santa Barbara, California, and named it Rancho del Cielo ("heavenly ranch"). The President managed to spend 345 

days of his presidency - nearly a full year - at his ranch riding horses and enjoying

nature.

After the Soviet Union dissolved, President Gorbachev began his 1992 tour of the

United States visiting with President and Mrs. Reagan at Rancho del Cielo. The Reagans

enjoyed horseback riding with the Gorbachevs and presented their guests white cowboy hats. Gorbachev put his on backwards. Photographs show President Reagan, too polite to correct him in front of photographers, staring at Gorbachev's hat with a bemused look.

President Reagan enjoyed his ranch and his horses through August 15, 1995, nine months after his letter to the American people revealing that he had Alzheimer's disease.

